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From the Vice Chancellor's Desk 

I feel elated to welcome all the young and dynamic aspirants into the temple of learning.It 

is a matter of great pleasure for me to bring innovative techno savvy cognition and inventions to 

face new challenges in the coming years. In the world of technology and digital edge, we wish to 

provide a sense of development, commitment and values in the field of education through new 

horizon and dynamism. We seek to give highly oriented dimension to education through the 

acceleration of new programs and innovative applications in the international arena as well as to 

move forward to make education dynamic by engaging all stakeholders with confidence to reach 

the desired goal with all efforts for research and developmental action. The aim is to endeavor for 

ICT-enabled education and integration of ethical values in life, to promote cultural and social 

impact, analytical skills, team spirit and leadership skills to the students to help them make path 

of their career easier as well as to face life’s challenges. In contemporary competitive time of 

higher education we want to turn challenges into opportunities for future perspective. New 

experiences will shape creative ways of learning paradigms for e-learning with virtual e-connect 

environment. New learning outcomes will bring new hopes, aspiration, innovation, passion and 

positive mindset to frame colorful page in life full of knowledge and learning. 



 

Honorable Vice Chancellor, Dr. Kishorsinh Chavada 

Being a part of the University family, I take the opportunity to instill value added and 

innovation based knowledge to the students who are coming from the all walks of the world. 

Character development, values of life and feeling of nationalism are nurtured under the guidance 

of well qualified faculties. It shapes and empowers the citizen worldwide. It provides the platform 

where students can engage themselves in curricular, co-curricular and extra-curricular activities 

with their potential. In today’s world of competition we wish to provide fundamental knowledge 

of core subjects and emphasize on vocational and self-sustaining courses with better employment 

exposure. 

The role of the educational institute is to channelize spirit of young aspirants towards the 

excellence of knowledge, decision making skills, and problem solving skills by developing soft 

skills based knowledge. We are confident to inculcate literary talent by fueling intellectual, social, 

physical, and emotional development. Hard work pays. There is no substitute for hard work. One 

can accomplish all pre-determined goal with positive attitude, right approach, and self-discipline. 

 

Registrar, Dr. Rameshdan Gadhvi 



A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF THE DEPARTMENT OF RURAL STUDIES 

Established in 1970, the Mahatma Gandhi Department of Rural Studies inculcates 

diagnostic abilities in the students so as to make them competent to identify the root causes of the 

problems faced by rural poor. Along with this the students are made competent to provide 

sustainable alternatives to solve such problems. It is one of its own kind of interdisciplinary 

department having strong roots in learning, research and extension. 

 

The Department 

Over several decades the importance of Rural Studies as a subject in higher education is 

acknowledged. There is growing need of committed and trained youth to work in various fields in 

rural areas. These fields include experts in agriculture, natural resource management, rural 

entrepreneurship, NGO, rural marketing, co-operatives etc. Such trained youth are required to have 

in depth knowledge of socio-economic conditions of the rural areas along with a strong diagnostic 

ability to identify the factors inhibiting development of the area. Revival of the Panchayati Raj 

institutions, changing socio-economic condition after adopting new economic policies, provisions 

in Company Act, 2013 for Corporate Social Responsibilities and overall changes in the aspirations 

of rural population has further enhanced the need for trained and committed youth to work in rural 

areas. In light of the mandatory provisions under the Company Act, 2013 for Corporate Social 

Responsibilities enumerated in Schedule VII, our Department is most appropriate for providing 

trained, dedicated personnel who have basic understanding of problems of Rural areas and can 

provide sustainable solutions for the same. 

What we do 

An interdisciplinary approach in training the youth was adopted at the Mahatma Gandhi 

Department of Rural Studies where in a diagnostic ability is inculcated through field visits and 

experienced based programmes. They are also taught to develop micro plan for solving the 

problems faced by the rural population. The Department offers a two year full time Post-Graduate 

Programme leading to Masters of Rural Studies. The curriculum of the Course is mainly classified 

in Social science based papers and Natural science related papers. A detailed syllabus is provided 

herewith as Annexure I. Apart from the trained and experienced regular faculty, the Department 

invites rural development experts, executives of the Corporate and Government official to get 

benefit of their experience and practical knowledge. For research and extension activities 



department collaborates with Government and non-Government organizations of State and the 

Union and the Corporate Sectors located in the area. 

Research, Extension and Consultancy 

The department is also actively engaged in research and extension activities concerning 

rural studies. Till date it has completed more than 50 projects of major and minor scale extending 

the period of 3 months to 5 years and involving the project value ranging from Rs.5,000 to Rs. 

40,00,000. These Projects are sponsored and collaborated by various agencies like ICSSR, UGC, 

Department of Rural Development, Government of India and Department of Rural Development, 

Government of Gujarat. It had also worked for National Institutions like NIRD, IRMA, IGDRI, 

Planning Commission, State Rural Development Commission and Tribal Development 

Commission etc. and professional organizations like Indian Institute of Public Opinion (IIPO) and 

Center for Media studies (CMS), Delhi. It has also undertaken collaborative projects with National 

and International Organizations such as Indira Gandhi Development Research (IGDRI), Mumbai 

and East- West Center, USA and Department of Forest under OFCD Aided IFDP programme. 

Recently, the Department of Rural Studies has been assigned some of the prestigious assignments 

by Union Ministry of Rural Development such as District level Monitoring of Rural 

Development programmes and evaluation of watershed projects in Gujarat. NABARD had also 

assigned the IInd evaluation of prestigious projects of Comprehensive Tribal Development funded 

by International agency KFW Germany. Government of Gujarat had chosen us to prepare the 

Rural Artisan Census of selected districts of Gujarat. The Department had prepared a baseline 

survey and based on it prepared a development plan for GIPCL, Nani Naroli, Surat for its CSR 

activities. 

The department of rural studies have received due recognition by Government of India, 

State Government and Rural Development related organizations as professionally competent 

organization.  The department had initiated SAMPURNA GRAM VIKAS YOJNA in five villages 

as a part of Action/Research Project with UGC field study support grants. 

In January-February 2010 the department had successfully carried out observations and 

field visits of all villages of a taluka in Surat district and three talukas of Navsari district regarding 

implementation and Social Audit of MGNREGA. This assignment was given by the Gujarat 

Government. Recently in April 2014 the Department prepared a Social Audit report for the Gujarat 

Industries Power Companies Limited (GIPCL) on its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 

activities that it carried out through Development Efforts for Rural Economy and People (DEEP). 



As an outcome of the extensive research carried out by faculty the department has 

published more than 400 research papers in international national and regional journals. It has also 

published 22 books covering different aspects of rural studies. 

Faculty members of the Department had the honor to be members in experts' working group 

of Planning Commission of India, Planning Commission, National Commission on Rural Labour, 

CAPART, Ministry of Rural Development, State Department of Rural Development, DRDA, 

Department of Environment and Forest and Gujarat Energy Development Agency (GEDA), State 

Commission on Agriculture; State Review Mission of Total Sanitation Campaign and Standing 

Committee of UGC. We had also SBI chair, Professorship for tenure of 5 years. 

The department had organized a number of National and Regional level seminars with the 

assistance of U.G.C, Ministry of Rural Development and Gandhian Study Centre sponsored by 

UGC. The department had invited Indian Society of Co -operative studies to hold its 18th National 

convention in November, 1999. It also organized a two days workshop on "Environmental status, 

issues and techno-economic alternatives for Eco-Friendly Development in South Gujarat" in 

March, 2000 with the assistance of Ministry of Environment. It had organized an International 

session on Rural Health Scenario in the International Conference of Gynecological Society of India 

held in Feb.2002. It organized a workshop on the Performance and Management of Rural 

Development Programmes in Gujarat in 2003-04 on the basis of its involvement in monitoring for 

rural development. Also it had organized five days workshop on "Knowledge Building in Rural 

Studies" for the Teachers of Rural Studies in March-2007.  Similarly workshops were organized 

in the department and at B.R.S. college at Bilpudi for "Sampurna Gram Vikas Yojana" in five 

Tribal Villages adopted under Action Research Project with U.G.C. grants.  The department 

organized a two days Workshop on Tribals, Development and Reforms, sponsored by Department 

of Tribal Development during 28-29 September, 2007. It had started Action Research Project 

of Sampurn Gram Vikas Yojana in 5 adopted tribal villages of Valsad Takuka through UGC Field 

grants.  Department was recognized by UGC for all India Orientation Programme in Rural 

development'. 

 

 

 

Our Students 



The students of our department get the jobs in diverse fields such as (a) Consultant to Rural 

Development Agencies of Government of Gujarat (b) Officers in Agricultural and Rural 

Development Department (c) Officers in RRBS and Public Sector Banks (d) Corporate Sectors 

engaged in Social Responsibility activities (e) Corporate sector seeking Rural Markets (f) Service 

sector like Information Technology, Insurance and Financial services (g) Agro- based industries 

(h) Khadi and Village Industrial Boards (i) Private and government extension agencies (j) 

Cooperatives in credit, dairy and sugar and Agro-Products sectors, Agricultural Produce Market 

Committees (k) NGOs / Civil societies (l) Rural development related funding agencies like 

CAPART, NABARD (ml) Tribal development related agencies (n) Social forestry and forest 

departments, water management related organizations like WASMO and other rural agencies such 

as Ecology Commission,  Gujarat State Rural Technology Institute, Gujarat Energy Development 

Agency and District Industrial Centres etc. Students of this department also placed with Gandhian 

Rural Educational Organizations including BRS colleges, B.Ed. Colleges and Research Institutes 

primarily engaged in Rural / Tribal issues. Recently reputed organizations like WASMO and 

Adani Foundation, Reliance foundation, CARE India, ATMA, AKRSP etc.  had recruited many 

students for the post of Social Mobilizers, trainer, project officer.    

Message from Former Head of the Department  

The Mahatma Gandhi Department of Rural Studies, under the Faculty of Rural Studies was 

established in the year 1970 and today it has completed 54 years. In a way it has matured and has 

contributed a lot in the development of tribal rural areas of the region and the state.  

 

Professor (Dr.) Vipul Somani 

I was associated with the department since 1992 when I joined the department as a Lecturer. The 

multidisciplinary nature of the courses offered and great varieties of students from the country and 



abroad added to the uniqueness of the department. From 2007 I had the opportunity to lead the 

Department. During these years efforts put by the entire team of the Department and the 

administration of the University satisfactory changes have been brought in the course content and 

the courses offered along with improvement in the teaching pedagogy. 

The National Education Policy, 2020 now advocates multidisciplinary education system, the 

department was offering it since its inception. For a long period it was the only department under 

the faculty of Rural Studies offering Master of Rural Studies (MRS) program. The program has 

undergone a variety of changes during the course of time since its inception both in the courses 

offered and teaching pedagogy. Earlier the program was of four Semesters which later on 

transformed to two years program with annual examination and then again it was brought under 

Semester System. Similarly the number of courses offered and the marks/credits per course also 

has undergone changes. To further strengthen the learning process along with theory papers 

fieldwork based dissertation and eight weeks internship was introduced since last two decades. 

The Department continuously upgrades contents in the courses and introduces new courses during 

its exercise of syllabus reforms. Since 2013 the MRS program was enriched by introducing courses 

on Climate Change and Rural Society, Sustainable Rural Development and Natural Resource 

Management. It also started offering specializations in Rural Development and Natural Resource 

Management since the year 2013.  

For further enhancement of the skills the Department had introduced a 20 credit module of 

Participatory Rural Appraisal, a widely used technique for project development and its impact 

analysis. It contained four theory courses and a course on dissertation. 

To train the youth for the changes brought in the society worldwide, an integrated program on 

Sustainable Rural Development was introduced in the year 2019. This year its first batch will go 

to the society after completing five years of thorough training in various aspects of Sustainable 

Rural Development including Social, Economic and Environment.  

At the front of infrastructure, the department is housed in a separate building withopen space for 

agricultural experiments since the year 2005. Almost all the devices useful for the teaching 

learning process are available at the department along with a small departmental library. A new 

building is coming up next to the existing to house increased number of students and faculty. The 

Gujarat State Government has provided grant of Rs. Four Crore to build the new building for the 

Department.  

There is a long way to go ahead to meet the challenges in the years to come including job placement 

of the students and introducing newer aspirations of the society and the students. I am hopeful that 

the department will develop further accepting the challenges.  

 

The Department of Rural Studies has gained Major achievements: Showcase significant 

research, publications, awards, and other accomplishments. 



The faculty members of  Mahatma Gandhi Department of Rural Studies has  done 

significant Research, publications, awards and other accomplishments mentioned as  bellow.  

 

Dr. Deepakbhai G. Bhoye (Associate  Professor) 

(M.A.,GSLET, Ph.D. (Sociology) 

Head of the Department  

Email: dgbhoye@vnsgu.ac.in , Mobile No. 9427864391 

Academic Experience: 19 Years 

Area of Specialization: Rural Development  and Tribal Studies 

Teaching Experience : 
 

June 2005- June 2007 visiting Lecturer, Under Graduate,Mahila College, UNJHA ,  

    Gujarat( N.G). 

July 2007 Onwards               Head & Associate Professor, Post-Graduate Department of Rural  

Studies, Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, SURAT. 

 Program Coordinator, Five Year Integrated MRS in Sustainable 

Development, Department of Rural Studies,VNSGU,Surat. 

 Program Coordinator, M.A. Tribal Studies, VNSGU,Surat 

Research Experience: 12 Years  

M. Phil.  Awarded: 02 

Ph.D. Awarded: 03 

 

mailto:dgbhoye@vnsgu.ac.in
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7. Dr. Deepak & Dhimmar Kamini, (2019), Impacts on weaker sections of mahatma Gandhi national rural 

employment guaranty act. Published by Pratik Puplication, Bhavnagar, ISBN: 978-81-943469-0-6. 

8. Dr. Deepak G. Bhoye, (2020), Tribal Culture : Issues and challenges, Published by Pratik Publication, 

Bhavnagar. ISBN: 978-81-943469-8-2 (Gujarati) 

9. Dr. Deepak G. Bhoye,(2024), Tribal Community Identity and Religious Tradition, Published by Axar 

Publication, Ahmedabad. ISBN: 978-93-89910-74-2.(Gujarati). 



Research Projects: (Ongoing) 

Sr. 

No. 

Title of the 

Project 

(More than Rs.10 
lakhs) 

Names 

of PI 

and co-
PI 

Funding Agency Grant 

Sanctioned 

Duration 

From To 

1 Sustainable 

Environmental 

Practices of 

Tribals in 

Areasof South 

Gujarat 

Dr. 

Dhara 

Gamit 

and 

Dr. 

Deepak 

Bhoye 

Indian Council of 

Social Science 

Research(Ministry 

of education), 

New Delhi. 

1200000/- 01-09-

2023 

02-09-2025 

2 Conservation of 

Ethenomedicinal 

Knowledge of 

tribal people 

from  different 
zone of south 

Gujarat by site 

survey and 

systematic 

documentations 

Dr. 

Kailash 

Patel 

and 

Dr. 

Deepak 

Bhoye 

Indian Council of 

Social Science 

Research(Ministry 

of education), 

New Delhi. 

800000 01-09-

2023 

02-09-2025 

3 Financial 

Inclusion and 

socio economic 

development of 

rural society of 

Gujarat 

Dr. 

Deepak 

Bhoye 

UGC- Grant Veer 

Narmad south 

Gujarat 

University, surat 

1,80,000 20-11-

2024 

19-11-2026 

 

Consultancy Project: Completed  

Sr.No. Names of PI 

and co-PI 

Description of 

consultancy 

Name of  

Agency/Institutio

n etc. 

Consultancy 

Amount 

Duration 

From To 

1 Prof. 

Dr.Vipul .J. 

Somani &  

Dr. D.G. 

Bhoye 

Social Audit of 

Gujarat 

Industries 

Power 

Company 
Limited 

(GIPCL)’s  

Corporate 

Social 

Responsibility 

(CSR) 

Development 

Efforts for Rural 

Economy and 

People. Nani 

Naroli, ta. 
Mangrol, SURAT 

7,57,350 19/12/2013 29/03/2014 



Activities 

Trough 

Development 

Efforts for Rural 

Economy and 

People. 

2 Dr. D.G. 

Bhoye & 

Dr.Bhagyva

n Solanki 

Mapping of 

Gateway 

Behavior’s for 

Critical Life 

Events in 

Aspirational 
Block (Nizar 

Block - Tapi 

District 

State Health 

System Resource 

Centre Gujarat 

1,10,050 23/11/2023 28/11/2024 

3 Dr. D.G. 

Bhoye & 

Dr.Bhagyva

n Solanki 

Mapping of 

Gateway 

Behavior’s for 

Critical Life 

Events in 

Aspirational 

Block 

(Kukarmuda 

Block  - Tapi 

District 

State Health 

System Resource 

Centre Gujarat 

1,10,050 23/11/2023 28/11/2024 

 

Projects Involving Remuneration Undertaken:  

No. Type of Activity 

(Technical 

Consultancy/Research/Study  

Name and 

Address of client 

Duration Location Sector & main Outputs 

1 Pre Funding mid term and 

final evaluation of the Project 

Bhasha Sansodhan 

Kendra, tavi 

Jetpur, 
Vadodara(Gujarat) 

2009-10 tavi Jetpur, 

Vadodara 

Evaluation 

2 Mid term Evaluation 

Assignment for Nodal NGOs 

Lok Panchayat, 

Ahmad Nagar 

2009-10 Shrigonda 

Akole, 

Sangmner 

Evaluation of Nodel 

NGO 

3 Social Audit of NREGA In 

Five Talukas of south 
Gujarat 

Commitionarate 

Rural 
Development, 

Govt. Of Gujarat.   

January-

February-
2010 

Palsana, 

Chikali, 
Navsari, 

Gandevi, 

Jalalpor 

Reporting of Social 

Audit Activities Under 
NREGA 



Academic Responsibilities carried & Administrative work  Experiences:  

1. Head (I/c.), Mahatma Gandhi Department of Rural Studies, VNSGU, SURAT 

2. Program Coordinator, Five Year Integarated MRS in Sustainable Development Program (Self Finance) 

3. Chairperson of the Board of Studies, Faculty of Rural Studies, VNSGU, Surat.  

4. Chairperson of the Centre for Tribal Studies,VNSGU,Surat 

5. Worked as an Other than Dean(Representative),Faculty of Rural Studies,VNSGU,Surat 

6. Performed as Member of the Academic Council, VNSGU,Surat 

7. Worked as a Senate Member(Faculty of Rural Studies), VNSGU,Surat 

8. Member of the College Development Council, VNSGU,Surat 

9. Nodal Officer for Scheduled Tribe Students, VNSGU 

10. Member of Standing committee of the ST/SC Cell, VNSGU 

11. Member of the Various Research Advisory Committees, VNSGU 

12. Member of Students Grievance Committee, VNSGU.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Shreedhar Nimavat 
Assistant Professor, Department of Rural Studies, Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat 

Regional Director, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad (Centre at VNSGU Campus) 

4 Re- Verification and Third 

Party Monitoring of TSC 

Project Surat District  

Commitionarate 

Rural 

Development, 

Govt. Of Gujarat.   

December-

2010  

(7 days) 

Surat and 

Tapi 

Districts  

Re- Verification to be 

Undertaken of 67 NGP 

Villages.  



 

A-303, Sanskrut Residency,  

SarthanaJakatnaka 

VarachchaaKamrej Road,  

Surat-395006, Gujarat 

 

+91 9825149007 | +91-261-2203139 (Office) 

srnimavat@vnsgu.ac.in  | http://www.vnsgu.ac.in/dept/drural/faculty.php 

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION 

M.R.S. (1997),  

M.Phil. (2003),  

Ph.D. (2014), 

P.G.D. in C.S.R. (2015). 

Ph.D. Thesis: The Socio-Economic Study of Workers of Saurashtra in Diamond Industry of 

Surat City 

Guide: Dr. ParvezAbbaasi (Prof. & Head, Department of Sociology, VNSGU, Surat   

Co-guide: Dr. Vipul Somani (Prof. & Head, Department of Rural Studies, VNSGU, Surat 

M.Phil. Thesis:  Village Woodlot and Their Problem: A Study of Surat District 

Guide: Dr. VipulSomani (Prof. & Head, Department of Rural Studies, VNSGU, Surat 

BOOK PUBLICATION 

Sole Author  
1. શશશશશશશશશશ-શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ Published by Utkarsh Academy,  Bhuj  

(ISSN: 978-93-86072-51-1)  

2. "શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ"  Published by Utkarsh Academy,  Bhuj  (ISSN: 978-93-86072-50-4) 

3. શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ (Rural Sociology S.Y.B.A.) ISBN – 978-93-92139-51-2 (2022-23) 

Published by Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad. 

4. શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ(Sociology) Published by Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, 

Ahmedabad.   

 

RESPONSIBILITIES CARRIED IN Academic filed 

 

શશશ
શ 

શશશશશશશશ શશશશશશ શશશશશશશ શશશશ 

1 શશશશશશશશશશશ શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશ, શશશશ 

2007શશ 
2012 

શશશશશશશશશશ
શશશ 



2 શશશશશશશશશશશ શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશ, શશશશ 

2012 
શશ2019 

શશશશશશશશશશ
શશશ 

3 શશશશશશશશશ 
શશશશશશ 

શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશ, શશશશ 

2012 શશ 
2015 

શશશશશશશશશશ
શશશ 

4 શશશશશશશશ 
શશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશ 

શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશ, શશશશ 

2007 શશ 
2015 

શશશશશશશ 

5 શશશશશ શશશશશશ શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશશશ, શશશશશશશશ 

2012 શશ 
2015 

શશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશ 

6 શશશશશશશશ 
શશશશશ શશશશશ 

શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશશશ, શશશશશશશશ 

2015  શશશશશશશ 

7 શશશશશશ – 

શશશશશ શશ 
શશશશશશશ 

શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશ, શશશશ 

2007, 2009, 
2012 

શશશશશશશ 

8 શશશશશશશશશ 
શશશશશશ 

શશ.શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશ, શશશશશશશ 

2021 
શશશશશશ
શશશ 

શશશશશશશશશશશ 
શશશશશશ 
શશશશશશશ 

9 શશશશશશ – 

શશશશશશશ શશશશ 

શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશ, શશશશ 

2021 
શશશશશશ
શશશ 

શશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશ 

10 શશશશશ - 

શશ.શશ.શશ.  

શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશ, શશશશ 

2021 
શશશશશશ
શશશ 

શશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશ 

 

 

Work Experience 

Reliance Rural Development Trust 

 

I had worked with “Reliance Rural Development Trust” as a Senior Co-Ordinator. My 
major work in that project Co-ordinate activities with Dist. Panchayat, Taluka Panchayat, 
Dist. Rural Development Agency, Govt. of Gujarat and minister of the state govt. Since 
May 12, 2001 to 22, April, 2004. 
 

N a tu r e  o f  W o r k /D u t ie s :  I involved in planning and implement of the project 
Administration and management of development activities at state level. During that 
period RRDT contributed 526 cr. of rupees on Rural Development activities.   

Prashanti Charitable Trust 

I had worked with “Prashanti Charitable Trust” as a Project Officer of the project on 
Surat Municipal Corporation /GSACS/NACP-II/DFID support Project in Surat city. Since 3, 
April 2004 to 30th April 2007. 
 

N a tu r e  o f  Wo r k /D u t i e s :  I was taken responsibility for planning and work 
distribution of each activity to employees. There was planning of field-based activities 
for Heath Services including Awareness Programme and Curative Services with Medical 
Camps arrangement. We were Organize Self Help Group of women and providing 
services to women and children. Develop IEC material related to health issues for the 
awareness of the local community. 



Larsen & Toubro Public Charitable Trust 

I had worked with Larsen & Toubro Public Charitable Trust as a Project Head. We were worked 
for rural tribal students in Navsari, Vansada, Gandevi, Jalapor and Chikhali blocks of Navsari 
district since 1st May 2007 to 30 July 2017 at Kharel, Navasari District of Gujarat. 
 

N a tu r e  o f  Wo r k /D u t i e s :  Coordination of the project in rural area with tribal student. 

 
Teaching Experience 

 

Assistant Professor at the Department of Rural Studies since, 2017  
 
N a tu r e  o f  Wo r k /D u t ie s : I teach subjects like Extension Education, Natural 
Resource Management, Rural Social Transformation, Rural Development Theories and 
Program, Agriculture and Allied Technology for Rural Development, Animal Husbandry 
and Dairy Science, Water Harvesting Technology, Common Property Resource 
Management, Introduction of Sustainable Development and Need of Sustainable 
Development.   
Visiting faculty in Post Graduate Diploma in Corporate Social Responsibility at 
Department of Human Resource, VNSGU, Surat. 
 

Visiting faculty in MRS in Sustainable Development at Department of Rural Studies, 
VNSGU, Surat. 

R E S E A R C H  P A P E R S  P U B L I C A T I O N     
 

1. શશશશશશશશશશશશશ (ENTREPRENEURS) 
શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ/શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ 
(શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ), INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND ANALYTICAL 
REVIEW (ISSN: 2348-1269) (PRINT ISSN :2349-5138).  

2. શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ?શશશશશશશશશશશ, 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND ANALYTICAL REVIEW (ISSN: 2348-1269) (PRINT ISSN :2349-
5138). 

3. શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ-શશશશશશ (SEX RATIO) 
શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ, JOURNAL 
શશશશશશશશશશ (ISSN: 0975-8045). 

 
4. શશ.શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND 

ANALYTICAL REVIEW (ISSN: 2348-1269) (PRINT ISSN :2349-5138) IMPACT FACTOR 5.75 DECEMBE(DECEMBER 
2018). 

5. શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ,શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ, શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ, BHAVNAGAR. (ISBN: 978-81-
940133-3-4) (JUN, 2018). 

6.  ‘LARSEN& TOUBRO'S (L&T) UNIQUE INITIATIVE OF CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, GLOBAL JOURNAL 
OF RESEARCH IN MANAGEMENT, (APRIL, 2019). 

7. શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ : શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND 
ANALYTICAL REVIEW (ISSN: 2348-1269) (PRINT ISSN :2349-5138) IMPACT FACTOR 5.75 (MARCH 2019). 

8. શશ.શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ, INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 
RESEARCH AND ANALYTICAL REVIEW (ISSN: 2348-1269) (PRINT ISSN :2349-5138) IMPACT FACTOR 5.75 
(JANUARY 2019). 



9.  ‘શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ,  “Vidhyayana” An International Multidisciplinary 
Peer-Reviewed E-Journal, ISSN 2454-8596,  special Issue, International Online Conference, Volume-5, 
Issue-5, 5 May 2020. www.MyVedant.com, Vedant Publications and Educations Services, Rajkot (May, 
2020) in  

10. ‘શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ, “Vidhyayana” An International Multidisciplinary Peer-
Reviewed E-Journal, ISSN 2454-8596,  special Issue, International Online Conference, Volume-6, Issue-
6, 6 May 2020. www.MyVedant.com,Vedant Publications and Educations Services, Rajkot (6, Jun, 
2020) 

11. Impact of Lockdown on Rural Society, Philosophical Readings XIII.4 (2021), pp. 3359-3363 ISSN 
20364989, (Department of Semitic Studies, University of Granada) (Spain), Scopus Journal, Impact 
Philosophical Readings XIII.4 (2021), pp. 3359-3363. 3363 Info@philosophicalreadings.org 
10.5281/zenodo.5913345 

12. Impact of the covid-19 pandemic on rural communities: a cross-sectional study in the south Gujarat 
province of India, Shodhasamhita : Journal of Fundamental & Comparative Research ; IF = 7.268 Vol. 
VIII, No. 1(XXX) : 2022 ISSN: 2277-7067 UGC Care Approved, Peer Reviewed and Referred Journal 
Kavikulaguru Kalidas Sanskrit University, Ramtek.  

13. The psychological and academic effects of studying from the home during the covid-19 pandemic, 
Journal Of The Asiatic Society Of Mumbai, ISSN : 0972-0766 Vol. : XCV, No:30, 2022 UGC CARE 
Approved, Peer Reviewed and Referred Journal.    

14. Impact of Covid-19 on Tourism and Travel an India and The World, book “Indian Tourism: Issues, 
Chaplaincies and Impact,  Volume 1, Red’ Shine Publications Pvt. Ltd. Lunavada, India, ISBN 978-93-
93239-84-6, 978-93-93239-84-3, May 2022.  

15. Impact of online education on academic and well-being of students during the covid-19 pandemic: a 
case study of vnsg university, Journal of The Asiatic Society Of Mumbai, ISSN: 0972-0766, Vol. XCVI, 
No.24, 2023 

16. Published a paper entitle “Impact of Foreign Students on Academic and Non-Academic Aspect of 

University: A Case Study of VNSG University”, UGC CARE Approved,Journal of The Asiatic Society of 
Mumbai, ISSN: 0972-0766, Vol. XCVI, No.24, July, 2023. 

17. Published a paper entitle  “Government assistance during lockdown in rural society” Published in 
Indian Journal of Psychology, UGC CARE Approved, Peer Reviewed and Referred Journal,ISSN : 0019-
5553 Book No.09 2024 with IF: 7.986, March 2024.  

18. Published a paper entitle 
“શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ-

19શશશશશશશશશશશશ”Published in VNSGU Journal of Research and Innovation (Peer 
Reviewed)ISSN:2583-584XVolume No.2 Issue No.:4, October-December, 2024.   

 

Presentation / Participation of Seminar and Conference Papers 

International Level 
 

1. Presented a paper on ‘શશ.શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ’in International 
Conference held at Dr.BabaSaheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad, (October, 2017). 

 

2. Attended an International Conference on “International Conference on Urban Health Initiative" 
organized by Community Medicine Department, Government Collage Surat, Surat Municipal 
Corporation & Health & Family Welfare Department, Govt. of Gujarat. 

 

http://www.myvedant.com/
http://www.myvedant.com/


3. Presented a paper on ‘શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ (Gender Discrimination) 

શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ" in International Conference held at Dr. BabaSaheb Ambedkar 
Open University, Ahmedabad, (December, 2018). 

 

4. Presented a paper on ‘Larsen& Toubro's (L&T) Unique Initiative of Corporate Social Responsibility' 
in International Conference held at UkaTarsadia University, Bardoli, (February, 2019). 

 

5. Presented a paper on ‘શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ' in International 
Conference held at Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad, (February, 2020). 

 

6. Presented a paper on ‘Business Strategies for Climate Change' in International Conference held at 
Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad, (December, 2019). 

 

7. Presented a paper on ‘શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ' in International Conference held at 
J.Z.Shahatrs and H.P.Desai Commerce Collage, Amroli, Surat, (February, 2020). 

 

8. Presented a paper online international conference on ‘શશશશશ-

શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ' by Vedant Publications and Educations Services, Rajkot 
(May, 2020) 

 
9. Presented a paper on ‘Impact of Jyotigram Yojana on Rural Life in Tapi District of Gujarat' in an 

International Multidisciplinary E-Conference on Interrogating The Idea Of Development: A 360 
Degree Investigation Organised BY C. T. UNIVERSITY and Vedant Publications. (June, 2021). 

 
10. Presented a paper on ‘શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ' in an 

International Multidisciplinary Virtual International Conference on “Emerging Trends in Social 
Sciences and Allied Aries”. Jointly organized by Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat and 
Bharatiy Shikashan Mandal, Nagapur on 5th and 6th January, 2022.   

 
11. Presented a paper on ‘શશશશશ-19શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ’in an International 

Multidisciplinary Conference on “Your Discipline, Your Issues in Contemporary”. Organized by 
Dharmendrasinhji Arts Collage, (Affiliated to Saurashtra University, Rajkot) on 20th April , 2022.   

 
12. Presented a paper on 

‘શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ
શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ (શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ)’ in an Young Research 
International Conference Jointly organized by Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat and 
Research for Resurgence Foundation, BSM, Nagpur on 10th and 11th May, 2022.   

National Level  
1. Participated and presented a paper on'શશશશશશશશશશશશ 'શશશશશશશ' શશશ 'શશશશશશશશશશ' શશશશ 

શશશશશશ'in National Conference held at Dr.Baba Saheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad, 
(April,2018). 

 

2. Participated and presented a paper on 'શશ. શશશશશશશશશ શશશશશશશશશ શશશશશશશશશ શશશશશશ શશશશશશ'in 
National Conference held at Dr.Baba Saheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad, (April,2018). 

 

3. Participated National Conference on “Human and Animal Driven Equipment: Status, Challenges and 
Way Forward” at Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat. (24th and 25th November 2018). 

 



4. Participated and presented a paper on “શશશશશશશશશ શશશશશશશ શશશશશશ શશશ શશશશશશશશ શશશશશશશશ 

શશશશશશ” in ICSSR sponsored National Seminar on The Contemporary Socio-Cultural of Tribal Women 
in India: Challenges and Prospects held at Department of Sociology, L.R.Valiya Arts &P.R.Mrhta 
Commerce Collage, Bhavnagarr.(December,2018). 

5. Participated National Conference on “Alliance for Seed Reliance Approach and Practices to Conserve 
Seed Diversity and Farmers Varieties for Sustainable Agriculture” at ChatapatiShivajiNatyagruh, 
Nandurbar (Maharashtra). (13 January, 2019). 

 

6. Participated and presented a paper on "Usages of Social Media in Library” in National Conference 
held at Dr.Baba Saheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad, (16th March, 2019)  

 

7. Participated and presented a paper on ‘શશશશશ શશશશશશશ શશશશશશશશશશશ શશશશશશશશશ (Integral 
Huminism)'શશશશ શશશશશશ” in National Conference held at Dr.Baba Saheb Ambedkar Open University, 
Ahmedabad, (23rd March, 2019). 

 
8. Participated and presented a paper on “Impact of covid-19 on tourism and travel industries in India 

and the world” in Department of Sociology, Maharaja Krashankumarsinhji Bhavnagar University, 
Bhavnagar and Indian Council of Social Research sponsored National Seminar on Indian Tourism: 
Issues, Challenges and Impacts. Online Seminar held on 27, February 2022. 

9. Participated and presented a paper on ‘શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ'’ in 
National Conference on ‘Lokjivanme Ram’ jointly organized by Akhil Bhartiy Sahitya Prishad 
Nyas and Comparative Literature  Department of Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, 
Surat on 16, 17 February 2024.  

 

Participation in Orientation/ Refresher/ FDP/ Training etc  
 

 

Chairing Session at Conference / Seminar: 

1. Chaired a session at an International Conference organized by Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar 
Open University, Ahmedabad, on "The Journey of Indian Languages: Perspectives on 
Culture and Society"  (October, 2017). 
 

2. Chaired a session at an International Conference organized by Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar 
Open University, Ahmedabad, on “Harmony Through Education & Inclusive Education” 
(December, 2018). 
 

3. Chaired a session at an International Conference organized by Dr. Baba Saheb Ambedkar 
Open University, Ahmedabad, on “Harmony Through Education & Inclusive Education” 
(December, 2018). 
 

4. Chaired a session at an Young Researcher Conference (YAC-2022) organized by Veer 
Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat, Research For Resurgence Foundation (RFRF), 
Bharatiy Shikshan Mandal (BSM) and Vigyan Gurgary, Surat on 10th and 11th May, 2022. 



Organizing Conference / Seminar   

1. Acted as an Organizing Committee Member in One Week Online International Faculty 
Development Program on “Research Methodology” organized by Department of Human 
Resource Development, Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat and J.Z.Shah & 
I.P.Desai Commerce Collage, Amroli - Surat from 23/08/2021 to 28/08/2021. 
 

2. Acted as a Co-Chair Person in International Virtual Conference on “Emerging Trends In 
Social Sciences and Allied Arias”. Jointly organized by Veer Narmad South Gujarat 
University, Surat and Research for Resurgence Foundation, BSM, Nagpur on 5th and 6th 
January, 2022.   

 
3. Acted as a Co-Chair Person in International Virtual Conference on “Emerging Trends in 

Sciences and Allied Arias”. Jointly organized by Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, 
Surat and Research for Resurgence Foundation, BSM, Nagpur on 5th and 6th January, 2022 

Other Information :  

Course Module : 204 – શશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશશ(Rural Sociology S.Y.B.A.) ISBN – 978-93-92139-51-2 
(2022-23) 

1. Prepared Self Learning Material (SLM) for Dr.Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, 
Ahmedabad for Graduate Students:  

Post Graduate Subject : Sociology (M.A.) 

Name of Paper : 12 – શશશશશશશ શશશશશશશ શશશશ(Sociology) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Alumni of Mahatma Gadhi Department of Rural Studies  

 

Dr.Shreedhar R. 
Nimavat 

 
ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION 

M.R.S. (1997),  

M.Phil. (2003),  

Ph.D. (2014), 
P.G.D. in C.S.R. (2015). 

  

 

 

I have a strong background in rural and social 
development spanning over 20 years. At 

Reliance Rural Development Trust (Member 

Reliance Group), I coordinated large-scale 

rural development projects. Subsequently, at 
Prashanti Charitable Trust, I focused on urban 

health initiatives, managing project teams, 

and implementing healthcare programs. My 
tenure at Larsen & Toubro Public Charitable 

Trust(Member L&T Ltd.) involved leading 

educational programs for rural tribal students 
in South Gujarat, demonstrating a 

commitment to marginalized communities. 

Served as Senate Member for two terms 

(2007-2017) and Syndicate Member (2012-
2015) at Veer Narmad South Gujarat 

University. I am also served as a Member of 

Gujarat Secondary and Higher Secondary 
Education Board, Gandhinagar. Presently I 

am working as an Assistant Professor at 

Mahatma Gandhi Department of Rural 

Studies, VNSGU Surat. 

 

Ms. Komal Gamit 

Principal(I/c.) 

Van Seva 
Mahavidhyalay, 

BRS College,Bilpudi. 

I am Gamit Komalben Kalyanbhai resident of 

Pati Village Tapi District .After completing 

BRS at Gandhi Vidyapeeth, Vechi I 
completed MRS in Mahatma Gandhi Village 

Studies Department in year 2021. 

After MRS worked as CRP in International 

NGO Care India for 6 months at Hazira. After 
that I am working as a teacher at Van Seva 

Mahavidyalaya, BRS College, Bilpudi from 

2022. From July 2023, I am serving as  in-
charge principal in the college. 



 

Dr. Bhagyavan Kanubhai 
Solanki 
At: Jalalpur 
Godhneshwar, 
Po: Shiyawada, 
Ta: Dholka, 
Di: Ahmedabad-382225 
Qualification: 
BRS,MRS,M.Phil, Ph.D. 
Subject Specialization: 
Agronomy, Rural 
Management, Rural 
Studies. 
Ph.D Completed: July 
2024   

After doing PhD, I am currently working as 
Assistant Professor in MRS Department, 
VNSGU Surat. Also worked as Block 
Coordinator for one year in Deepak 
Foundation Kawant and then as 
Development for three years in AgaKhan 
Rural Support Programme (India) Ahwa 
Dang. Started my education career with one-
year BSW-MSW College Moriana and from 
there 4 years in BRS College Mangrol. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Vasava 

Jeetendrabhai 

Sureshbhai 

Degree: MRS 

Special Subject : 

NRM 

Year of study : 2020-

2022 

After completed MRS, I joined as an ad hoc 
Lecturer in B.R.S. college at Eklvya BRS 
college, Kalarani till, may, 2023.  since, 2023 I 
served as Extension Officer in District Rural 
Development Agency, Bharuch. Recently, I 
am doing Ph.D. from the same department 
and getting the fellowship from the 
Scheduled Tribes Department, Government 
of India.  
Indeed, the department of rural studies 
providing practical and internship facilities 
which were very useful for me. 

 
 

Name : Dr. Rinal 
Jashvantrai Vadia                                  
Degree: MRS(2007-09), 
Ph. D. (2021)                     
Specialization : MRS in 
Rural Development                  
 
 

After completing MRS, I joined several 
government departments on District level 
post of Lead Social worker, Divisional Social 
Mobilizer, District Coordinator and Including 
the post of the Manager. I also worked as 
District Coordinator in an Integrated Forestry 
Development  Project funded by JICA-Japan. 
 After completing my Ph. D I served for 2 
years  as a Assistant Professor -Adhoc  in 
Mahatma Gandhi Department of Rural 
Studies. 



 

Bambhaniya Chetna H 
MRS  
Specialization:-RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT  
YEAR 2020-2022 

After completing a Post-graduate Degree in 
Rural studies, Now i am working as a Gram 
Sevak at Mandvi Surat. 

 
 

Name :- Shaileshkumar 
Rangeetsinh Jadav  
Digree:- M.R.S  
Specialization :Rural 
Development 
Year :- 2020 - 2022 

After completing M.R.S I worked for one year 
as a social worker at Shivrajpur, Jambughoda 
where I was earning 1,38,000 per annum. 
Currently working as C.R.P (Cluster Resource 
Person) in Nutrition Initiative Project at 
Vadodara and I am earning 2,76,000 per 
annum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name :- Patel Binal 
Harshadbhai  
Digree:- B.Sc, M.R.S  
Special Subject:-Rural 
Development 
Year :- 2020- 2022 

After completing M.R.S I am currently 
working as a trainer in Skill Development 
Project in Aga Khan Institute at Mandvi 
Taluka, Surat and I am earning 2,88,000 per 
annum. 

 

Name : Ganvit 
Jinalkumari 
Jayavantbhai 
 Degree : B.R S, M.R.S, 
organic course form 
SRSDC 
Special subject - R.D 
Year of Study - 2020 – 
2022 

After completing M.R.S I am working as 
Agriculture Assistant Trainer at Shrimad 
Rajachandra Education Trust Dharampur 
where annual salary is Rs. 1,50,000 and 
currently I am working in my duty as Trainer 
(Agriculture) within the organization. 



 

SEVARA GEETA K 
MRS  
Specialization: RURAL 
DEVLOPMENT 
YEAR 2021-2022 

After completing a  Post-graduate Degree in 
Rural studies,  Now i am working as a field 
facilitator as sikshan and samaj kalyan kendr 
at dhokadava, Block:-Una,Di:-Gir Somanath.2 
year up work experience in Rural 
Development NGO..NGO Name Care 
india(Surat gujrati),Setu (Kutch Gujarat ) 

 

ASHISHBHAI 
SHANKARBHAI PATEL 
 Digree : B.R S, M.R.S. 
Special subject - R.D  
Year of Study - 2018 – 
2020 

After completing M.R.S I am serving as Gram 
Sevak in Desar Taluk of District Panchayat 
Vadodara where annual salary is 3,12,000 
and currently I am working as Gram Sevak. 
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